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Animal Grazing Habits

Grazing animals have varied diet selections. -

*horses are picky eaters, rarely touching weeds and
woody plants

*goats prefer browse (woody plants) over grass
Horses Cattle Sheep  Goats

Forage 90% 70% 60% 20%
Weeds 4% 20% 30% 20%
Browse 6% 10% 10% 50%
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Animal Grazing Patterns

* The time spent grazing differs with animal
species:
*cattle graze about 8 hrs/day
*sheep graze about 7 hrs/day or less f
*goats graze about 6 hrs/day or less ﬁ-—l——[|

*horses graze between 12 to 16 hrs/day [




Animal Grazing Patterns

* Most animals prefer not to graze when it is hot:

*heaviest grazing occurs 2 to 3 hours after
sunset

*another preferred grazing period occurs around
midnight

*on average, 60% of grazing occurs during the
day

*the other 40% occurs during periods of the
night
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